
n the Church, we have just concluded the Christmas season with 
the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. I wish to say again what I said 
on Christmas Day, thank you for the beautiful liturgies. Thank you 

to everyone who helped prepare the church. And, thank you also for the 
wonderful and generous response to the Giving Tree. There were over five 
hundred gifts that were received; what a blessing!

There were also other generous people who gave 
contributions in order to help others. Thank you for 

this blessing. Christmas Masses always have increased 
numbers of people who attend. On behalf of Saint 

Thomas More Church I certainly wish to thank 
all who came to church on Christmas Day and 
throughout this special season.

We now have a few weeks of what is called 
Ordinary Time before the Lenten season 

begins. Ash Wednesday is very early 
this year, beginning February 10. We 

have many opportunities during the 
Lenten Season for devotions and 
practices, including luncheons 
and Stations of the Cross. If you 
have any additional suggestions, 
let us know. The schedule is on 
page three of this issue of The 
Word as well as our website 
and our Facebook page.

Pastor‘s Reflections
Be thankful for God’s gifts and share them
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We are 
Saint Thomas More Parish, 

members of the
living body of Christ,

born again in Baptism and 
strengthened through the 
Eucharist to promote the 

Gospel values of our
Catholic faith. 
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The Jubilee Year of Mercy, opened on the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, 
and will conclude on November 20 of this 

year with the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe. When announcing the Jubilee, 
the Holy Father said, “This is the time of mercy. It 
is important that the faithful live it and bring it into 
different social environments. Go forth!”

The Jubilee Year calls for the opening of churches 
for an extended period of time for the purpose of 
inviting people to the celebration of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.

During the Jubilee, the Sunday readings for 
Ordinary Time will be taken from the Gospel of 
Luke, the one referred to as “the evangelist of mercy”. There are many well-known parables of mercy presented in the 
Gospel of Luke such as the lost sheep, the lost coin and the merciful father.

The official and solemn announcement of the Holy Year took place with the public proclamation of the Bolla in 
front of the Holy Door on Divine Mercy Sunday, the Feast instituted by Saint John Paul II and celebrated on the 
Sunday after Easter.

The Catholic tradition of a Holy Year began with Pope Boniface VIII in 1300. Boniface VIII had envisioned a 
Jubilee every century. From 1475 onwards – in order to 
allow each generation to experience at least one Holy 
Year – the ordinary Jubilee was to be celebrated every 
25 years. However, an extraordinary Jubilee may be 
announced on the occasion of an event of particular 
importance.

There have been 26 ordinary Holy Year celebrations, 
the last of which was the Jubilee of 2000. The custom 
of calling extraordinary Jubilees dates back to the 16th 
century. 

With the Jubilee of Mercy, Pope Francis wishes to 
focus attention on the merciful God who invites all 

men and women to return to Him. 

The rite of the opening of the Holy Door illustrates, symbolically, the idea that during the Jubilee, the faithful are 
offered an “extraordinary pathway” towards salvation.
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Jubilee Year of Mercy
Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope

Compassionate and Powerful God, you have always 

guarded your people from the power of evil. You teach 

us to rely upon the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As we 

enter this Lenten season of mercy — of prayer, fasting, 

and giving, make me more aware of how close you are 

when I struggle to do what is right and just. Fill me 

with your grace, that I might be strengthened to 

walk in the footsteps of Jesus.

Light from Light, true God from true God, you show us your face in the beauty of creation and the human spirit. You were transfigured, reminding the apostles of who you are. You call us to be transfigured into your image. May all those I encounter this week see you in me. May I hear your voice in their needs and hopes. Nudge me - gently but  firmly - to respond with your compassion and mercy.

Generous and Forgiving God, you are like 

a creative gardener who invites me to grow, 

encouraging and supporting me in my daily 

efforts. Surround me with your strength as 

I weed out the obstacles and bloom to be 

all you’ve created me to be.

God of lavish forgiveness, you never abandon me but constantly love, forgive, and cherish me. Open me and 
strengthen me, so that I will always share that same love and forgiveness with 
those in my life.

Pr
ay

er
s 

of
 M

er
cy

 f
or

 t
he

 S
ea

so
n

Generous God, you invite us to leave the past 

behind and to walk in newness, to walk in 

freedom and love, living in the way of your 

Son, Jesus. Empower me to let go of fear and 

old ways and to trust you in the new ways 

to which you are calling me.

His Holiness Pope Francis opens the Doors of Mercy at 
Saint Peter’s in the Vatican in Rome

“Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.” 
The season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
At Saint Thomas More Parish we provide many opportunities to 
renew our spiritual lives.
Ash Wednesday
7 am & 6 pm Mass & Distribution of Ashes
8 pm Mass & Distribution of Ashes (Spanish)
Stations of the Cross
6:30  pm  Each Thursday Following Evening Mass 
(Chapel)
12:15 pm Each Sunday (Spanish)
12 pm Good Friday
Sacrament of Reconciliation
4 pm Each Saturday (Church)
6:30 pm Each Wednesday (Chapel) - The Light is on for You
5:30 pm Each Thursday (Chapel)
Lenten Lunch Series
11:30 am Wednesday February 17 & 24 (Parish Hall)
 Join us for a light lunch and spiritual presentation
Communal Penance Service
4 pm  Sunday March 13 (Church)
Palm Sunday
5:30 pm  Vigil Mass and Procession
9 am  Solemn Blessing & Procession of Palm
11 am  Mass and Procession
1 pm  Mass and Procession (Spanish) 
7 pm  Tenebrae - A Service of Light, Scripture and Music
Holy Thursday
7 pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
10 pm Night Prayer (Chapel)
Good Friday
7 pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
9 pm Stations of the Cross (Spanish)
Holy Saturday
7 pm Mass of Vigil
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
9 am & 11 am  Mass
1 pm               Mass (Spanish)



Christmas At Saint Thomas More
A special time of year

Make A Spiritual 
Resolution

We’re all familiar with the usual 
New Year’s resolutions: eating healthier, 
exercising, getting rid of clutter. This 
year, why not make a spiritual resolution? 
Resolve to deepen your relationship with 
God by living as a Christian steward all 
year through.

Stewardship is a reminder to count 
our blessings, acknowledge that God is 
the Giver of ALL gifts, and express our 
gratitude by returning a generous portion 
of those gifts. We show our gratitude 
through spending time in prayer, sharing 
our talents in service, and giving of 
financial treasure. 

Whether we lose the extra pounds or 
use that new gym membership, what 
is certain for 2016 (and always) is that 
God is with us every day regardless of 
circumstances. Let us draw closer to 
Him through prayer and give back in 
thankfulness for His many blessings.

Four Stewardship 
Tips For The

New Year
What are you grateful for? Keep a 
daily gratitude journal. 

Make prayer a daily priority. If 
you’re too busy to pray, you’re too 
busy!

Use and share your talents: The 
woods would be silent if no birds 
sang except for those that sang 
best.

Give generously and according to 
your means. No one is ever poorer 
for giving to God, who is so rich 
in love, mercy and goodness. God 
cannot be outdone in generosity!

hristmas is always an exciting time at Saint Thomas More Parish. It is a time to 
come together with family and friends, reflect on the blessings of the past year 
and give thanks to God for his abundant grace and mercy. 

We celebrate this holy season in many ways, each of us with our own traditions and cus-
toms. The Christmas liturgies are the high-point and were celebrated with great ceremony 
and joyful music. 
The annual Giving Tree Project is an opportunity to help those in need. This year the gen-
erosity of our parish provided over 500 gifts which were distributed to make Christmas a 
little brighter for so many.
We also wish to thank the many people who helped to make the church and liturgies so beau-
tiful: the choirs, cantors and instrumentalists, sacristans, eucharistic ministers and servers, lec-
tors and ushers. A special thanks to all who assisted in decorating the church and chapel.
Enjoy the photos depicting the sights of the Christmas Season here at Saint Thomas More.
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n early December, our parish offered our Advent Stewardship of Prayer renewal. During the Lenten 
Season, we pray to discern our level of financial support to our parish through the Stewardship of 

Giving renewal. This summer, we will consider how we can offer our talents in service through the 
Stewardship of Ministry renewal. The annual renewals and pledge cards are important 
tools for promoting stewardship, and it is great when participation is abundant…but 
this is not stewardship. So why do we continue to offer stewardship renewals and, 
more importantly, what is stewardship?

Annual renewals remind us to continually reflect on our everyday lives, to try to 
hear and understand how God is calling us. Developing a better understanding of 
our faith and becoming mature disciples will transform us and lead us to a deeper 
relationship with God. However, it is difficult to embrace stewardship unless we 
understand exactly what it is. Consider and reflect on the list of definitions on 
the opposite page (this is not necessarily an all-encompassing list.)

Take one day and begin with spending five minutes in prayer; ask God to help you discern His will 
for you today.

Stewardship
Understanding Leads to Transformation

I  Scripture Based: Stewardship teachings come directly from the Gospels, Old Testament, and letters of the New 
Testament. Stewardship is the way God has expected His people to live since the beginning of time.

 Gratitude: Stewardship is living a life of gratitude--taking the time every day to recognize and be grateful for the 
gifts that God has given us. Everything we have and everything we do is a result of some gift that God has placed 
into our hands.

 Giving Back: We return a portion of all our God-given gifts through offerings of time (prayer), talent (service) and 
treasure (financial giving). We return these gifts not because God or our Church needs them but because we feel 
an overwhelming need to show our love and gratitude to God.

 Prayer (Spending Time with God): Recognizing that every day is a gift from God, we strive to spend some of each 
day with God through prayer, Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, scripture reading, quiet, meditation, or other spiritual 
activities. During this time we ask God how He wants us to use the gifts He has given to us.

 Participation (Sharing Talent): We strive to recognize and share our unique, God-given skills and encourage 
others to also use theirs to participate in the mission and ministry of the Church.

 Generosity (Giving Treasure): Giving time and talent does not excuse us from giving treasure. Throughout the 
Gospels, Jesus challenged us to give as it has been given to us. Aware of our blessings, we strive to give generously 
to support the building up of God’s kingdom.

 Transformative: Once we embrace stewardship, it changes the way we look at every decision we make; it becomes 
a way of life.

 A Love Response: Once we allow God to truly take up residence in our hearts we become so overwhelmed by His 
abundant love for us that we feel the need to join our lives with Him and dedicate ourselves to carrying out God’s 
work here on earth. Our generosity comes from within, not from any external pressure or reward.

 Proportionate Giving: We are called to give in proportion to all that God has given to us. We no longer base our 
giving on what others are giving, or excuse ourselves from giving because we do not see others giving..

 Trust in God: We believe that our generous God will always provide for us.

 Accountability: Each of us will someday be asked by God to give an accounting of what we have done with the 
gifts He has given to us. Likewise, parish communities that embrace stewardship must be accountable to the 
community for the way in which the parish uses the gifts entrusted to it.

 Counter-Cultural: Society encourages us to strive for more and more; stewardship helps us recognize that we 
already have more than enough. In fact, we have enough to share.

 Discipleship: Stewardship is discipleship. We strive to put God first in all things and to follow where Our Lord 
might lead.

Youth Ministry
Be Part of Our Youth’s Lourdes Trip

ast summer, Saint Thomas More, with your help, and the help 
of Lourdes Hospital, sent our youth on a pilgrimage to Lourdes, 

France, to the site of the appearance of the Blessed Virgin. We want to again thank you so 
much for your support of this life-changing trip.

As part of our thank you, we want to bring a taste of what the experience was like to you here at home. 
In late April, North American Lourdes Volunteers will bring a “Virtual” Pilgrimage to us at no cost. 
The group was responsible for all the arrangements of last summers trip and were so pleased with our 
participation, they wanted to be able to share it with as many as possible.

The Virtual Pilgrimage will be here at Saint Thomas More as well as at Saint Mary School and Lourdes 
Hospital. Participants of the Virtual Pilgrimage will experience a spiritual and prayerful “journey” with 
an experienced guide. The agenda will include The Invitation of the Blessed Mother and the history of 
pilgrimage, The apparitions and message of Lourdes and a chance to walk in the footsteps of Bernadette.

You will get to touch rocks from the Grotto, receive water from the spring and participate in a candlelight 
procession. We invite you to plan on taking the time to be part of this spiritual offering.
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The Last Word

On the first Sunday of Lent (February 14) we will have the Rite of Sending 
for those in the RCIA. These Candidates and Catechumens will then journey 
to Saint Francis de Sales that same day for the Rite of Election. At the Rite of 
Election, Bishop Medley will officially call the Candidates and Catechumens to 
the Easter Sacraments. They will then be referred to as the Elect. It is an exciting 
time for us at Saint Thomas More as we prepare to receive these Elect into the 
Church at the Easter Vigil. However, I know from past experience, the Lenten 
season can be a very nervous time for the Elect. They begin to have many doubts 
about what they are preparing to do. Prayers for them are very important during 
this forty-day journey.

May the Lenten season be for all of us at Saint Thomas More a time of spiritual 
renewal. Traditionally, the Church asks us to strive for this renewal through 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Perhaps spending some time in the Works of Mercy 
Chapel in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament during the Lenten season would be 
of great benefit. It can serve as an opportunity to consider the importance of Lent 
and our spiritual renewal. Please don’t forget that our Works of Mercy Chapel 
is one of the designated places of pilgrimage for the year-long Jubilee for Mercy 
and Hope. You may even wish to consider a personal pilgrimage or a family 
pilgrimage to other designated sites in the diocese.

May God’s blessings and graces continue to be with us here at Saint Thomas 
More.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Luke 13:3
No, I say to you: but unless you shall do penance, you shall all likewise perish.


