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want to take time to thank you so much for the warm welcome I have 
received here. Having a new parish priest is hard on both parishioners 
and priests and your efforts to welcome me to St. Thomas More have 
made the transition much easier.

I wanted to give you a brief insight into who I am and where I have been in the 
past. I have shared some during my homilies and over the next few months we will 
all get to know each other better I am sure. In the meantime, who am I? First and 
foremost, I am the son of Elwood and Emma Whistle. I am the second child of four 
children. I am a 1973 graduate of Trinity High School in Whitesville, Kentucky, and 
attended Murray State University for one year of college. Then, in 1974, entered the 
seminary and attended St. Mary’s College, St. Pius Tenth College, and Mount St. 
Mary’s Theology. I was ordained on January 10, 1981.

After ordination I was assigned to Holy Spirit Church in Bowling Green and St. 
John Church in Sunfish. In 1983, I moved to Owensboro Catholic High School 
where I served as Dean of Students and Vice Principal. In 1988, I 
went to Grayson County for one year and then two years 
in Union County at St. Ann Church. In 1991, I went 
to St. Romuald Church in Hardinsburg, where 
coincidently, I followed Fr. Pat. I spent seven 
years at St. Romuald and at some point in those 
years I was appointed Vocation Director for 
the Diocese. I was Vocation Director for 
nine years. In 1998, I was appointed Pastor of 
Precious Blood Church in Owensboro and in 
2008, I became Pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church in Owensboro.

I am a priest because I want to be a priest. I 
enjoy what I do. I could not see me doing anything 
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St. Thomas More’s Hispanic Community is one of the most 
active in the Diocese.  The commitment to Christ of the group 
can be seen each week on Sunday afternoon at our Spanish Mass 
as well as throughout the year at special events and retreats.  The 
weekend of August 9 is one such retreat. Hispanic women are 
preparing for Christ Renews His Parish retreat weekend. CRHP 
is a spiritual renewal weekend designed to help individuals grow 
in their personal relationship with Jesus and with others in the 
faith community. It is an excellent opportunity to renew the 
understanding of the basic beliefs and traditions of the Catholic 

faith, and it allows attendees the opportunity to examine, 
rediscover, and intensify their personal relationship with Christ.

During the weekend, parishioners share with one another the 
ways they have found meaning, hope, peace and love in their lives. 
Past attendees have said that the weekend is a deeply personal, 
inspirational, and fulfilling experience. Many believe it has been 
among the most powerful and positive two days of their lives. 
Please pray for the attendees that they find it as life changing as 
others have.

elebrating the Eucharist 
means more than just 
attending Mass on Sunday. 
We are called use our gifts 

“to love and serve the Lord.” Sharing our 
gifts and talents by participating in parish 
ministry is an expression of gratitude to 
God for His many blessings.

No one is without God-given gifts, and 
no one has all the gifts. Some people have 
a talent for leadership, or healing, or 
teaching. Some have skills for building or 

growing things, or talent for nurturing and 
consoling others. Still others are creative 
writers, artists, or musicians. Whatever 
gifts we are blessed with, we must recognize 
that these - like everything we have - 
come from God. Serving in ministry is a 
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Stewardship
Sharing our gifts through service in parish ministry

loving response to the Lord’s call to give of 
ourselves in service to Him and to others.

What are your gifts? How is God calling 
you to cultivate and share them through 
serving in parish ministry?

Stewardship of Ministry Annual 
Renewal

Our Stewardship of Ministry renewal 
takes place each year in August. Ministry 
renewal information is provided in the 
parish bulletin, and a Stewardship of 
Ministry packet is mailed to parishioners’ 
homes. The packet consists of a Directory 
of Ministries and Programs, a ministry 
pledge form, and a return envelope. The 
directory contains descriptions of our 
ministry opportunities as well as contact 
information for the ministry leaders. 
Parishioners are asked to review the 
directory, prayerfully consider their God-
given gifts and talents, and then select 
the ministries in which they (and their 
family members) can lend their time and 
talent. Ministry selections are in effect for 
approximately one year. Annual renewals 
are an opportunity for everyone, whether 

they are new to volunteering in ministry or 
continuing current involvement, to review 
the ministry choices and select those which 
best match their talents and availability. 

Since 2005, our parish has offered annual 

stewardship renewals of prayer (Advent), 
giving (Lent), and ministry (late summer). 
This year-round approach reminds us that 
we must strive to live as Christian stewards 
all year through. St. Thomas More Church 
is abundantly blessed by the continued 
offerings of prayer, financial giving, and 
service in parish ministry; God bless you 
for your generosity!

Look for your Stewardship of Ministry 
packet in the mail in mid-August. Your 
service in ministry is needed and greatly 
appreciated.

“Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have; God is pleased 
by sacrifices of that kind.”

- Hebrews 13:16

Hispanic Women Ready for Christ Renews His Parish Weekend

We hope you and your families will be able to attend our annual parish picnic on Sunday, August 30, at St. Thomas More’s campus. 
It’s a great opportunity to greet longtime parishioners and meet newer members of our parish.

Camille Warden is once again serving as picnic coordinator. We will have bingo, outdoor inflatables, arts 
& crafts, games, and delicious picnic fare. The Knights have been cooking the meat at our picnic for years 
and do a tremendous job. The parish will provide barbequed chicken, hot dogs, potato salad, baked beans, 

drinks, and chips. Parishioners are asked to provide side dishes. See the bulletin for more information.

It takes the work of many volunteers to make the day a success; help is needed with set up, food 
prep and serving, planning games, arts & crafts, activities, and clean up. If you can help, please 

contact Camille at camille3212@yahoo.com or 270.443.3450.

Welcome
Fr. Michael Charles

““There are different spiritual gifts 
but the same Spirit; there are different 
forms of service but the same Lord.” 

- Corinthians 12:4

August 30, 2015

2 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

St. Thomas More

Paducah Youth Day Set

Parish Picnic Coming in August

As you know, we have been welcoming both a new Pastor and an Associate to St. Thomas 
More. We hope you have already read our new Pastor’s reflections of his first few weeks here and 
his introduction to St. Thomas More parishioners on the cover of this issue.

Fr. Michael Charles, St. Thomas More’s Parochial Vicar, joins us as a newly ordained priest. 
Originally from Kenya, Fr. Michael Charles studied at St. Meinrad in southern Indiana before 
being ordained in May of this year.

Fr. Michael Charles said, “It is so great to be here and I have been so welcomed by this faith community. I find St. Thomas 
More much like my home parish in Bowling Green in that I already feel at home here. I have met so many of you and look forward to 
meeting the rest of our parish. As I hope to grow in spirit everyday, I look to each of you to be part of my growth as we experience God 
in our daily lives.” 

The engagement of our youth and their desire to have faith as a cornerstone of their lives 
is a big part of St. Thomas More. Their efforts to reach out to the broader community 
- specifically Hispanics, have culminated with the creation of a Paducah Youth Day 
Celebration. This special day will be held August 16, beginning with a bi-lingual Mass 
at 4 p.m. Mass will be followed by special musical groups and guest speakers along with 
games, activities and a potluck dinner.

The work to include the broader community came from youth’s participation at the Diocesan sponsored Christian Leadership 
Institute in late June. The goal of the Christian Leadership Institute is to help young adults become more aware of the responsibilities 
of leadership in parish youth ministry at school, and in the community. 

Upon their return, the group got together to discuss what they had experienced and how they could put that experience to work at 
the parish. They decided to host a Youth Day at St. Thomas More with a focus on cross-cultural interaction between the Hispanic 
and Anglo youth of the area. Look for more information in upcoming mini editions of The Word in your bulletin.



n a very hot June morning, they gathered in the parking lot at St. Thomas More to begin what many knew, 
some suspected and some maybe even doubted, would be a life-changing journey. A journey that would not 
have been possible without you.
St. Thomas More’s youth group, along with dedicated parents and chaperones began their 

mission trip to Lourdes, France, with an excitement reminiscent of a Christmas morning. There was a lot of 
laughing and a lot of questions and a lot of excitement. For many, this would be their first trip abroad and 

that alone created the atmosphere that this journey would be 
something special.

After a very long trip there (and an even longer one home 
- but that’s a story for another day) the group arrived about 
three days before the pilgrims who were making the trek to 
Lourdes for spiritual and physical healing.

After three days of orientation learning everything from 
proper wheelchair pushing to how to prepare meals in the 
kitchen, and, of course, how best to use a complex system of 

hand gestures and charades to bridge the language barrier, the 
missionaries were ready to receive the pilgrims.

The group cared for the same pilgrims from their arrival to their departure, turning a short 
week into a lifetime bond of friendship bridging distance and culture with the grace of God.

Our youth attended Mass with their pilgrims, immersed themselves in the healing waters of Lourdes with their 
pilgrims, prayed the Rosary, ate and even laughed with those who were sick and suffering. Many marveled at the 
crosses that the sick had to bear just to get to Lourdes - let alone in their everyday lives.

Nearly every moment was spent caring for the needs of others. By all accounts, it was a truly humbling experience. 
Further, the singleness of purpose during the trip served as a focal point for spiritual growth. They left the hustle and 

bustle of everyday life behind and took on the needs of others as 
their daily mission.

Organizers of the North American Lourdes Volunteer 
Organization called our group one of the strongest they had 
seen in years. That strength and commitment was honored by 
inviting our group to lead the Rosary Procession (an honor rarely 
bestowed on a volunteer group) and allowing two of our group to lead 
more than 10,000 in a Hail Mary during the Rosary held in the grotto 
itself.

The changes in our youth were most visible to their parents, all of 
whom have said they could feel the Holy Spirit descent upon these 
young adults from the moment the pilgrims arrived and they could 
practically see that spirit grow everyday throughout the week.
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Thank You 
     for being part of the journey

Without the support of our sponsors, St. Thomas More Pastor, Rev. J. Patrick Reynolds,
 and the dedicated students and adults who felt God’s call to serve the sick and suffering in Lourdes, France,

the St. Thomas More youth mission trip would not have been possible.
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Our Youth in Lourdes, France
A spiritual journey made possible by you

St. Thomas More’s Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
sessions have begun, but it 
is not too late to be involved. 
If you know someone who is 
considering the Catholic faith 
or maybe just has questions 
about Catholicism, encourage 
them to sit in on a session or 
better yet, bring them to the 
meeting.

Of course, Catholics who may 
want a refresher on the tenets of 
our faith are welcome to come 
to any or all of the sessions.

The group meets Thursdays 
at 6:45 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
and are just beginning the 
formal study of Catholicism.

RCIA Classes Now 
Underway



here’s something special about mothers and 
daughters. Sometimes it may not be the 
smoothest road, but it is a road traveled together. 
There is something even more special when a 

mother and daughter can experience something together.
Such was the case for Kim Bruce and her daughter Meredith a 
few weeks ago when they participated in the Lourdes Hospital/St. 
Thomas More Youth Mission trip to Lourdes, France.

Lifetime friendships were made with those they cared for and 
a lifetime bond was forged that will be unlike most mothers and 
daughters.

When they arrived at the airport in Paris, Meredith said, “I was 
looking for the Eiffel Tower – you can’t see it from the airport 
though.”

Kim was impressed by the sheer size of the airport. “It’s a lot 
bigger than I thought it would be. It’s also a bit overwhelming 
when you realize you don’t speak the same language as everyone 
else.”

She continued, “I got a taste of it on the plane – since we flew 
Air France, they spoke French first, but of course, they all spoke 
English too. Not near so much in the Paris airport though.”

Once the pair arrived in Lourdes, France, they were immediately 
thrown into work.

“The first couple of days were very long, very intense and very 
repetitive.” Meredith said, as she snickered a bit. “And then the 
pilgrims came.”

“Wow! Nothing can prepare you for that. Surprisingly, most of 
the pilgrims were not as sick as I thought they would be.” Kim 
said.

Meredith interrupted, “We were in charge of hospitality, so we 
spent a lot of time just making sure everyone was comfortable. I 
was basically the water girl for a whole week.”

Meredith clarified, “That’s not say there wasn’t any interaction 
between me and the pilgrims -- quite the opposite really. We had 
the same group the whole week so we spent a lot of time together.”

She praised the arrangement, “Because we were with the same 
pilgrims, we formed a real bond. My prayer partner was Ann.  She 
couldn’t walk very far on her own, so she was in a wheelchair 
most of the time. We did everything together. We went to Mass, 

marched in the Rosary 
Procession, went to the 
Baths, toured town – 
everything.”

Kim emphasized 
the growth in her faith, “As a cradle Catholic, I knew about the 
story of Lourdes – kind of – and of course I knew about Mary, 
but I was never much for praying to Mary. I mean, I understood 
the nature of intercessory prayer but never really practiced it in my 
own faith. Now, after learning about Bernadette and realizing it 
was not that long ago and really feeling ‘physically close’ to Mary, 
I understand the power of that type of prayer and I am already 
incorporating it into my life.”

Kim detailed the feelings she had saying, “There is such a peace 
there. It’s beautiful. There is always a candle lit somewhere and 
you can always hear someone praying quietly. The whole world is 
shut out and your whole life for that one week is to help the people 
who traveled to Lourdes. For some, it may be the last trip they 
take. They know it and you know it, but it is never said. Many 
have planned for years 
to make the trip. It 
just amazed me that 
a few months earlier 
Meredith and I sat at 
the dinner table and 
just ‘decided’ to go. 
We can do that. They 
can’t.”

Meredith jumped in, “So many things were moving, spiritual 
I guess, to me. To see two of our group lead the Rosary in front 
of what must have been 10,000 people was amazing. One of the 
guys got up every morning at 5 a.m. and just spent an hour, on 
his own, sitting in the grotto thinking and praying. Just learning 
more about the Rosary itself was amazing to me. Of course, we 
say it in school all the time, but it never meant to me what it will 
mean to me now. Every time I hear a Hail Mary prayed, my first 
thought will be of Lourdes and my friend Ann and all the pilgrims 
that were there.”

Meredith attested, “When you get there, everyone says ‘It is like 
Heaven on earth.” Then, you realize it is Heaven on earth.” 

Living The Faith
Family growth in France

“Start children off on the way they 
should go, and even when they are old 
they will not turn from it.”

– Proverbs 22:6

Tur Works of Mercy Chapel features a great deal of art as part of the overall design of the building. Each piece 
holds a significance to the Eucharist, St. Thomas More, the Holy Family or, as you might expect, Works of 
Mercy.

For example, the lake view windows behind 
the tabernacle are part of the overall “jewel box” effect created 
by the stained glass on either side of the pass through from the 
church to the chapel. The lake view windows contain the symbols 
of the Jerusalem Cross and the Tudor Rose, a reference to the 
medallion worn by St. Thomas More when he served as the King’s 
Chancellor. The symbols are set within a field of prismatic, deeply 
colored cobalt, scarlet and magenta glass - all colors associated 
with the Holy Eucharist.

Other art pieces include stained glass representing the Corporal 
and Spiritual Works of Mercy such as feeding the hungry or 
comforting the sorrowful.

The cupola of the chapel holds a mural of the night sky as seen 
from Tower Hill, London, England, on Tuesday, July 6, 1535 - 
the location and date of the execution by beheading of Sir Thomas 
More. It is quite a sight to behold and appropriate to reflect upon 
when sitting in quiet adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

As the anniversary of the death of St. Thomas More has just 
passed, as well as the Feast of St. Thomas More at the end of June, 

now is the perfect time to remember our patron and reflect upon his works and the importance the Blessed Sacrament played 
in St. Thomas More’s life. In his writings while awaiting execution in the Tower of London, he penned, “We must see, that we 
firmly believe that this Blessed Sacrament is not a bare sign, or a figure, or a 
token of that Holy Body of Christ. But that It is in perpetual rememberance 
of His bitter Passion...”

We need your help
Keeping in mind the true gift of Perpetual Adoration, remember that to 

have the opportunity, we need 24-hours, everyday, with someone present 
in the chapel. We have been very fortunate to have a small, but dedicated 
group who have committed one hour to be in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament. We want to invite you to join them. There are several open times 
available. Maybe you just have an hour a month or don’t wish to commit to a 
time, but would like to be on the call list. Check the parish bulletin or email 
us at adoration@stmore.org to find an hour that will work best for you.

Works of Mercy Chapel
The art of worship

To pray for the living and dead.

To bury the dead. To shelter the homeless.

To feed the hungry.

Excerpt from A Treatise on the Blessed Sacrament written by 
Saint Thomas More while imprisoned in the Tower of London, 1534

“We must (I say) see, that we firmly believe that this Blessed Sacrament is not a bare 
sign, or a figure, or a token of that Holy Body of Christ: but that It is in perpetual 
remembrance of His bitter Passion, that He suffered for us, the self-same precious 
Body of Christ that suffered it, by His own Almighty power and unspeakable goodness 
consecrated and given unto us.”

O
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other than what I do. The greatest moments of my priesthood are when I see how the 
grace of God works in so many mysterious ways. I see His grace working through 
weddings, funerals, baptisms, confirmations and first communions. I see His grace in 
grief and sadness, joys and sorrows. I believe God’s grace is working through Fr. Pat’s 
moving and my moving to St. Thomas More, even though we were both sad to move. 
I believe this Amazing Grace is working through parish staff and parishioners who are 
affected by these moves. I believe God’s Amazing Grace is working in and through 
newly ordained priests who are nervous about their first assignments.

I like a good laugh. I am pretty much laid back with a good sense of humor. I grew 
up and worked on the farm, so I like the outdoors. I like the solitude of the woods in 
the months of November and December. I like for things to “make sense,” and I like 
to think I am pretty down to earth. On a day-to-day basis I am pretty much the same. 
I don’t get bent out of shape, upset or overly excited. 

I am a true blue University of Kentucky Wildcat fan as well as a St. Louis Cardinal 
fan. I am a sports fanatic, who enjoys all sports but especially high school sports. I 
recently read with great delight that McCracken County High School girls softball 
team are the new state champs. Go Lady Mustangs!

 I am sad to have left Our Lady of Lourdes where I served as pastor for seven years. 
I was totally caught off guard when Bishop Medley asked me to come to St. Thomas 
More. Please pray for me and Fr. Pat and as we make this transition in our lives. I 
believe and know that in a short period of time I will see why I have always heard that 
St. Thomas more is a great and vibrant parish.

I love the church I serve. I love Christ our Savior and know that he loves me. Please, 
please, don’t ever forget this final statement. In fact, I won’t let you forget it because 
I will remind you of it frequently in my homilies. I am a sinner in constant need of 
God’s mercy and “Amazing Grace”.

I will pray for you daily and I humbly ask that you grant me the same favor.


