
t the end of September I went with Deacon Terry Larbes to visit 
Paducah Cooperative Ministry. Wow! What an incredible amount of 
outreach they provide for the many people of need here in McCracken 

County. PCM is an interfaith organization established in 1973, by area church 
congregations. PCM helps people with a variety of needs including food, 
places to live, shelter for a night, utility bills, senior citizens commodities and 
many other services. Their motto is very visible when you enter the PCM 
building: “Doing God’s Work with Human Hands”. PCM works closely with 
other agencies here in Paducah to help meet needs that they are not equipped 
to handle.

Here’s the really good news of all the wonderful ministry that PCM is 
doing. The St. Thomas More Church community is part of this work of 
God. Since 1997, St. Thomas More has contributed nearly $60,000 to PCM. 

Our parish gives $1,000 every quarter for a total of $4,000 annually. I am 
personally honored and proud that we are part of this ministry to 

God’s often forgotten people - the poor, the hungry, the 
needy and the homeless. Many of the other 
local churches also are committed to PCM. 

Some do volunteer work, many, like 
St. Thomas More, do some volunteer 
work, as well as steward some of their 

financial contributions to PCM.
Paducah Cooperative Ministry has asked us 

to help with another wonderful project assisting a 
particular group of people who are in need. The Fresh Start 

Village will be a place where homeless women and homeless 

Pastor‘s Reflections
Be thankful for God’s gifts and share them

Mission 
stateMent

We are 
Saint Thomas More Parish, 

members of the
living body of Christ,

born again in Baptism and 
strengthened through the 
Eucharist to promote the 

Gospel values of our
Catholic faith. 

Continued on back

A

Autumn 2015



hen you think about those in our Parish who seem to give of 
themselves just a bit more than the rest of us, you usually run 

through your head and remember who you seem to see a lot or 
whose name pops up in the bulletin every week.

Diana Black is not one of those people.  You don’t see her name very 
often or see her bustling around church.

This is not because she is not a big part of the church, but more 
because Diana does not like to “get credit” for her good deeds and her 
involvement here at St. Thomas More.

As a matter of fact, it was a bit difficult to get Diana to even sit down 
and discuss what she does here at church.

Diana is an amazing lady.  She is very involved in her grandchildren’s 
lives and you can often see her in the parking lot at St. Mary picking 
up her granddaughter.

As a sacristan Diana takes care of, well, everything relating to 
Mass from the linen cloth on the altar, to making sure we have 
enough hosts for communion.

Diana said, “I never realized the intricacies of the Mass and 
the work that goes into a daily Mass.  And, then you have 
something like Easter or Christmas and there is twice as 
much to do!”

Diana said, “ I was amazed at all the rules.  You can’t just toss a cloth over the altar and be done with it.  I don’t think 
anyone realizes that.  And, because I know what the rules are and how things are done ‘behind the scenes’ it gives me 
a real sense of belonging every time I go to Mass.”

Being a Sacristan is just one part of Diana’s ministry commitment to St. Thomas More.  Whether it is volunteering 
to sit at the reception desk in the office or hanging Christmas ornaments on trees while decorating church, Diana 
always seems to be there.

“I love this church.” She said. “I want to be a part of it and being so involved in the Mass, there is a reverence to the 
whole thing.  It is a very personal experience.” Diana said.

She continued, “ We so often take for granted what God has given us and how lucky we are to have such a beautiful 
church to celebrate those things.  Being as involved as I am, even though it is more often than not ‘behind the scenes,’ 
gives me such joy.”
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Stewardship
Advent is a time to deepen our relationship with God 

uring Advent, as we have offered 
since 2005, our Stewardship of 

Prayer renewal will take place.

This year, Stewardship of Prayer weekend 
will be December 5 and 6. During all 
the Masses, parishioners will be given an 
opportunity to make a personal commitment 
to increase prayer in our lives.

As Advent gets underway, we reflect on what 
role prayer plays in our daily lives and how we 
can deepen our relationship with God. The 
Stewardship of Prayer pledge card that each of 
us is asked to consider offers a variety of suggestions for both personal and 
communal prayer.  These suggestions will help you make a personal prayer 
pledge for the coming year.

For instance, to increase prayer 
in our lives, we might consider 
attending a daily Mass once a 
week in addition to Sunday or 
reading a few pages from the 
Bible every night before going 
to bed.

Parishioners of 
Confirmation age and older 
will be given an opportunity 
to complete a two-part 
pledge, offer one part to 
God during Mass, and 
keep the other half as a 
reminder of your prayer 
commitment.

A new annual prayer 
pamphlet will be 
available for your use 
as a prayer resource.

Living the Faith
From Eucharistic Minister to Sacristan
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Prayer for Saint Thomas More Parish

Heavenly Father, We thank you for the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist.  May 

our adoration of Christ, the sustenance of life and the Sacrament of the Altar, 

present in the tabernacle, fill us with transforming grace to be His hands, His 

feet, His voice and His heart in our work of ministry.  May we, the faithful of 

Saint Thomas More Parish, in the Diocese of Owensboro, be endowed with 

spiritual wisdom, lively faith, firm hope and generous love.  We pray with our 

patron saint that you give us, good Lord, the courage to work diligently for 

that which we seek.Through Christ our Lord. Amen.



he Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
aims to support and educate those whose 
faith journey has led them to inquire about 

Catholicism.  
This year’s group of inquirers, as the candidates are 

referred to at the onset of the process, recently experienced the Rite of Acceptance 
and Welcoming, a first public step toward possible membership in the Catholic faith. 

Each individual chooses a sponsor (a practicing Catholic) to join them on their 
journey of faith. Ultimately, each of these individuals will decide whether they will 
join the Church by way of the Sacrament of Initiation (Baptism, Reconciliation and 
Eucharist) at the time of the Easter Vigil.

Keep the Catechumens in your prayers as they move towards the Sacraments of 
Baptism, Reconciliation and Holy Communion.

ope Francis proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee for 
the 2016 Liturgical Year - the Holy Year of Mercy. The 
Holy Father said, “We want to live in the light of the 
word of the Lord: ‘Be merciful, even as your Father is 

merciful’ -Luke 6:36. And, this especially applies to confessors! So 
much mercy!”

“Merciful like the Father” is the theme and serves as an 
invitation to follow the merciful example of God who asks us not 
to judge or condemn, but to forgive without measure

The Holy Year will open on the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary on December 8, and 
conclude next November on the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. Archbishop Rino Fisichell 
has said, “This extraordinary year will be an opportunity to 
encourage Christians to meet people’s ‘real needs’ with concrete 
assistance, to experience a ‘true pilgrimage’ on foot, and to send ‘missionaries of mercy’ 
throughout the world to forgive even the most serious of sins.”

The yearlong extraordinary jubilee also will include several individual jubilee days, such as for the 
Roman Curia, catechists, teenagers and prisoners.

The Year of Mercy will have special significance for the parishioners of St. Thomas More, because 
our Works of Mercy Chapel has been designated as a pilgrimage site by the Diocese of Owensboro. 
We will be the only pilgrimage site in Western Kentucky and we are honored to have been chosen.

Several events and prayer opportunities have been planned and will include:

• Solemn Sung Vespers on December 8 at 6 p.m.
   to open the Holy Year.
• Additional opportunities for the
   Sacrament of Reconciliation.
• Prayer materials especially
   chosen for pilgrims.

Signs around our campus will 
direct pilgrims to the Works of 
Mercy Chapel.

Look for more details about the 
Extraordinary Jubilee throughout the 
year in your weekly bulletin.
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A Year Of Mercy
Pope Francis declares extraordinary Jubilee Year

To pray for the living and dead.

To bury the dead. To shelter the homeless.

To feed the hungry.

Youth Ministry
Ninth grade students prepare for Confirmation

uring Advent and the Christmas season, we call to mind the birth of 
Jesus and His ultimate 
purpose to remove the 

sins of humanity through the perfect 
sacrifice of his death.

As we reflect on that commitment, 
another commitment is being made 
by the youth of our parish.

Confirmation classes are 
well underway for ninth grade 
students and will culminate with the Rite of 
Confirmation that will be held this spring.

Confirmation preparation is a period of abundant grace, which aids those 
receiving the Sacrament to explore and deepen their understanding of the Catholic 
faith. They are encouraged to develop a more mature spiritual life by seeking a deeper 
intimacy level with Jesus Christ.

It also is a time for those being confirmed to receive clarity on Church doctrine and 
teaching that are commonly misunderstood. Please keep our youth in your prayers 
that they might grow in grace and wisdom during this special time.
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RCIA
Inquirers complete Rite of Acceptance
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or nearly 25 years, Paducah Cooperative Ministry has offered shelter to as many as 30 women and children 
every month in a lease arrangement with the Paducah Housing Authority. However, changes in regulations 

ended that arrangement last year.
Because of the change, PCM and local 

churches, like St. Thomas More, came 
together and developed a plan to build 
housing for homeless women and mothers 
with children. Fresh Start Village was the 
result of this cooperative effort.

There are four homes that have just been 
completed. Each house has four bedrooms, two baths, a kitchen, a living room and a laundry room. The houses 
can hold up to eight single women or two to three families. Phase two of the project will start soon and include two 

additional homes and an administration building where staff can hold 
literacy classes, financial workshops and provide counseling.

The four homes that were just completed were built from the ground 
up at a cost of about $1 million. Funds were obtained through housing 
grants and donations from local groups and churches. Each year, St. 
Thomas More gives at least $4,000 to PCM as part of an overall 
community outreach budget that is around $25,000 per year. Further, 
the account for the Habitat for Humanity house that the parish built, 
had a small balance left over, so we were able to reallocate some 
unrestricted funds for this project.

Realizing the importance of this special project, St. Thomas More 
wanted to take an active role. The Pastoral Council along with Fr. 
Brad have approved an additional gift. Working with Higdon 
Furniture, St. Thomas More has furnished three of the four 
homes with major furniture such as sofas, chairs and dressers.

“Our goal was to get the major furniture taken care of so that 
some smaller churches and other organizations can focus on 

things like linens, dishes and appliances,” said Fr. Brad.
He continued, “I am pleased we are partners with PCM and I am happy that our 

Pastoral Council recognizes the importance of outreach within our community.”
As a parish, St. Thomas More is committed to this project and we recently asked parishioners to join the parish 

as a whole to support the project. We couldn’t be more pleased with the outpouring of help for such a worth-while 
endeavor. In one weekend, you pledged more than $4,000 to the Fresh Start Village.

We are so fortunate to be members of such a vibrant and active parish and one that values the needs of the broader 
community.

ne of the most beautiful times of year in the Catholic Church is the celebration of The Nativity of the Lord - 
Christmas. It is a time to be close to family and friends and a time to reflect on what Jesus’ life was all about.

To realize that the life of Jesus was predestined from his birth to his death on the cross, is a lot to wrap your mind 
around.  That being said, we have the bible, prayers, saints and the doctrine of the Church to help guide us through those 
thoughts.

The Season of Advent is a time of quiet preparation for Christmas. In the chill of winter we hear the stories of the prophets 
in Holy Scripture and wait with 
joyful anticipation for the coming 
of Christ. The Advent Wreath, the 
Giving Tree and Stewardship of 
Prayer all contribute to the prayerful 
excitement we experience!

Christmas time at St. Thomas 
More is always celebrated with 
great solemnity and festivity! 
The complete schedule of 
Masses is listed in the graphic 
on this page; additional times 
for Reconciliation will be listed 
in the bulletin each week.

Enjoy the season of 
Christmas with your family 
and we encourage you to 
make your church family a 
part of your celebration this 

and every year.

Christmas At St. Thomas More
A season of prayer, remembrance and tradition

A Fresh Start For Women
Homeless women find hope and housing through PCM

F

PCM Shelter Director Sheila Forrest and

PCM Executive Director Heidi Suhrheinrich

at the Fresh Start Village on North 12th Street.

Four homes should be finished by November.

Photo Courtesy of the Paducah Sun 
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Christmas at St. Thomas More

The Nativity of the Lord

             December 24 

             4:00 p.m.     Christmas at the Vigil Mass

                          
   ~ Jubilate Youth Choir,

                          
      Instrumentalists, Nativity Play

              7:15 p.m.     Lessons and Carols for Christmas

                          
   ~ Saint Thomas More Choir,

                          
      Readers and Instrumentalists

              8:00 p.m.      Christmas Mass during the Night

 
              December 25

               9:00 a.m.    Christmas Mass during the Day

               11:00 a.m.   Solemnidad de la Natividad

                          
       del Señor: Misa del Día

Thanksgiving Day Mass8:00 a.m. Mass in churchJoin us for Mass on Thanksgiving Day and be 
thankful for the gifts that God has given to each of us.
Bring a can of soup and we will deliver them to food 

banks in our area.
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The Last Word

mothers with children can get a fresh start on life. The Village also ministers to 
homeless women who are coming out of incarceration. Fresh Start Village is more 
than a shelter. Here they will begin the process to become self-sufficient under the 
supervision of experienced counselors.

These homes have been built on 12th Street, near the St. Vincent De Paul store. 
Four of the houses have just been completed. The next phase will include housing for 
a full-time, trained staff person. There is great hope that in the near future two more 
homes will be built in the same location.

What can we do here at St. Thomas More to help with the Fresh Start Village? 
Hopefully, with the blessing and support of the entire parish, we have committed to 
assist with furnishing three of the four homes. Specifically, we want to provide the 
large furnishings such as beds, sofas, chests, chairs and dressers.

Recently, representatives from PCM were in the Gathering Space and gave us all 
an opportunity to ask questions and make a financial contribution to the Fresh Start 
Village project. I was so very pleased to see St. Thomas More parishioners embrace 
this project. I too have personally made a financial contribution to Fresh Start and I 
ask that if you have not yet done so, that you prayerfully consider being a part of this 
effort. Together as a parish, St. Thomas More will continue to do “God’s Work with 
Human Hands.”

May God continue to bless us all.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Psalm 95:2-3
Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.
For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods.


